
 

 

February 23, 2022 

 

Dear Bethel Park Families, 

 

Re: Effective Feb.28, BPSD Changes Mask Policy 

 

Last night, the Bethel Park Board of School Directors approved an updated health and safety plan that no 

longer mandates universal mask wearing for students and staff inside district facilities. The newest 

version of the plan, which goes into effect on Monday, Feb. 28, 2022, will remain in place for all District 

schools going forward. Please note that federal CDC policy still requires universal masking on school 

buses and other District transportation. 

 

The decision to revise the Health & Safety Plan comes in response to the Allegheny County Health 

Department’s recent announcement that it will no longer publicly announce transmission rate data. Dr. 

Debra Bogen, director of the ACHD, explained that the increased availability of at-home testing has 

caused a significant decline in the number of people reporting to local health authorities.  

 

“For the Health Department, this means that we do not and will not have complete data on cases,” she 

said. “Furthermore, limited data may be biased based on who uses community or laboratory testing versus 

at-home testing.”  

 

According to Dr. Bogen, the ACHD will instead rely on different metrics to monitor community risk, 

including hospitalizations, emergency room admissions, deaths, and wastewater surveillance data. 

 

Dr. Bogen also acknowledged that county, state, and national data all point to a significant drop-off in 

COVID-19 transmission rates. “Right now, all of the indicators are headed in the right direction — that is, 

they're declining,” she said during her Feb. 16 news conference announcing the procedural changes. 

 

“We had a dramatic rapid increase in cases in December, followed by a plateau in cases early to mid-

January, and are now starting to see a significant decline in cases,” said Dr. Debra Bogen. 

 

That is very much in line with the trends we have seen amongst our students and staff. The current 7-day 

active case count includes just three total new active cases. Comparatively, Bethel Park’s case count stood 

at 116 new active cases from January 11-17. 

 

In concert with the ACHD and CDC, the District encourages everyone in Bethel Park schools to continue 

to wear a properly fitting mask indoors, including teachers, staff, students, and visitors, regardless of 

vaccination status.   

 

Thank you once again for your patience and partnership as we try our best to make the best possible 

decisions for our students and staff. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#:~:text=Passengers%20and%20drivers%20must%20wear,and%20exemptions%20in%20CDC's%20Order.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html#:~:text=Passengers%20and%20drivers%20must%20wear,and%20exemptions%20in%20CDC's%20Order.
https://www.bpsd.org/PhasedReopeningofSchoolsPlan.aspx
https://www.bpsd.org/COVID-19Information.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html


 

 

Sincerely, 

 
James Walsh, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Bethel Park School District 


